
OXPORD 

UNIVERSITY PRESS 

© 2012, This is a digital sample copy of the book: The Spiritual life and 
culture of India, by: Avinash Patra, Sr. provided by Oxford University 
Press, United Kingdom. For publicized the work of this Author about 
Indian Ancient Cultural Heritage. 

~ This book is a product of a valuable author of Oxford University Press, 
United Kingdom, any violation on this work or missuses of this work 
shall not be palatable, according to Copyright Law of United Kingdom. 


Here the author provides: 

• A Major framework of the Indian idea from the outlook of an 
intellectual criticism, 

• Fully described whole root of difference between Indian and European 
culture springs from the spiritual aim of Indian civilization. 

• Including the sense and spirit of Indian religion that we can come to an 
understanding of the true sense and spirit of Indian culture from this 
book. 


Also provide a new idea of immense many-sided many-staged provision for a 
spiritual self-building and self-finding, it had some right to speak of itself by 
the only name it knew, the eternal religion, sanatana dharma. It is only if we 
have a just and right appreciation of this sense and spirit of Indian religion 
that we can come to an understanding of the true sense and spirit of Indian 
culture. 
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I have described the framework of the Indian idea from the outlook of an intellectual 
criticism, because that is the standpoint of the critics who affect to disparage its 
value. I have shown that Indian culture must be adjudged even from this alien 
outlook to have been the creation of a wide and noble spirit. Inspired in the heart of 
its being by a lofty principle, illumined with a striking and uplifting idea of individual 
manhood and its powers and its possible perfection, aligned to a spacious plan of 
social architecture, it was enriched not only by a strong philosophic, intellectual and 
artistic creativeness but by a great and vivifying and fruitful life-power. But this by 
itself does not give an adequate account of its spirit or its greatness. One might 
describe Greek or Roman civilisation from this outlook and miss little that was of 
importance; but Indian civilisation was not only a great cultural system, but an 
immense religious effort of the human spirit. 

The whole root of difference between Indian and European culture springs from the 
spiritual aim of Indian civilisation. 

It is the turn which this aim imposes on all the rich and luxuriant variety of its forms 
and rhythms that gives to it its unique character. For even what it has in common 
with other cultures gets from that turn a stamp of striking originality and solitary 
greatness. A spiritual aspiration was the governing force of this culture, its core of 
thought, its ruling passion. Not only did it make spirituality the highest aim of life, 
but it even tried, as far as that could be done in the past conditions of the human 
race, to turn the whole of life towards spirituality. But since religion is in the human 
mind the first native, if imperfect form of the spiritual impulse, the predominance of 
the spiritual idea, its endeavour to take hold of life, necessitated a casting of thought 
and action into the religious mould and a persistent filling of every circumstance of 
life with the religious sense; it demanded a pervadingly religio-philosophic culture. 
The highest spirituality indeed moves in a free and wide air far above that lower 
stage of seeking which is governed by religious form and dogma; it does not easily 
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bear their limitations and, even when it admits, it transcends them; it lives in an 
experience which to the formal religious mind is unintelligible. But man does not 
arrive immediately at that highest inner elevation and, if it were demanded from him 
at once, he would never arrive there. At first he needs lower supports and stages of 
ascent; he asks for some scaffolding of dogma, worship, image, sign, form, symbol, 
some indulgence and permission of mixed half-natural motive on which he can stand 
while he builds up in him the temple of the spirit. Only when the temple is 
completed, can the supports be removed, the scaffolding disappear. The religious 
culture which now goes by the name of Hinduism not only fulfilled this purpose, but, 
unlike certain credal religions, it knew its purpose. It gave itself no name, because it 
set itself no sectarian limits; it claimed no universal adhesion, asserted no sole 
infallible dogma, set up no single narrow path or gate of salvation; it was less a creed 
or cult than a continuously enlarging tradition of the Godward endeavour of the 
human spirit. An immense many-sided many-staged provision for a spiritual self- 
building and self-finding, it had some right to speak of itself by the only name it 
knew, the eternal religion, sanatana dharma. It is only if we have a just and right 
appreciation of this sense and spirit of Indian religion that we can come to an 
understanding of the true sense and spirit of Indian culture. 

Aviansh Patra, Sr. 
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